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Membership Packet

There is nothing about becoming a member of Life Community that grants you access
into eternity and a relationship with Jesus Christ. It is, however, a step towards growing
in a relationship with Christ and community with other believers. It is a way to plant
roots and feel a connection with others in the Body of Christ. 1 John 1:3-4 says, *that
which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. * And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

We are in this process together--growing and shaping our lives out of the knowledge
and revelation of Jesus Christ. Membership must have meaning and purpose. At Life
Community, we want to lay out some general direction, understanding, and
expectations that we will follow as a faith community. Membership isnit for everyone,
but it is for those who express a desire to lead and minister in a committed capacity.

Being aware that all types of denominational and spiritual backgrounds attend Life
Community, we want to set out some foundational pillars of our community. Our church
is founded on the authority of Godis Word, and rooted denominationally in Southern
Baptist tradition.

As a member of Life Community Church, you will be included in major decisions
through discussions, leadership teams, and through voting on major directional issues.
You will also be held to a higher level of accountability and purposeful commitment. In
everything we do, our purpose is to bring glory to God.

For Membership at Life Community Church You must:
. Be a committed and faithful follower of Jesus Christ.
. Have taken the next step of obedience in Believeris Baptism.
. Sign your signature in agreement with our statement of faith and
expectations of membership
. Complete the written testimony
. Interview with Pastor/Elders



The Bible
ESSENTIALS:

We believe the Word of God is enclosed in both the Old and New Testaments. They are
inspired of God, in whole and in part. They are error-free in the original writings and are the
supreme authority of faith and practice for the believer in Jesus Christ. We further believe that
there is but one true interpretation of any biblical passage with different practical applications.
KEY VERSE:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, '’ that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good work.

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:
Psalm 12:6 The Bible is without error.

Psalm 119:160 The Bible does not contradict truth.
2 Peter 1:20-21 The Bible came from God.
Hebrews 4:12 The Bible is relevant to every person.
NON-ESSENTIALS:
» How the Bible was inspired by God
« Which translation is more accurate
» How a passage should be practically applied
FALSE TEACHINGS TO REJECT:
» Partial Inspiration®the Bible is inspired only in major truths
» Open Canond®other documents could be authoritative for our lives
- Belief that the New Testament has replaced the Old Testament
PRACTICAL APPLICATION:
» Every believer can read, study, and eventually understand the true meaning of a text.
« The Bible teaches us who God is, what he has done, and what he continues to do on
our behalf through his son Jesus.
« We are a people of the Bible because there is no other way to understand the message
of Christ apart from the Bible.
» The Bible reveals Godis message of salvation and His desire for us to live holy lives in

response.



God the Father
ESSENTIALS:
The first person of the Trinity orders and directs all things according to His own purpose,
pleasure, and grace. The Father is sovereign in creation, providence, and redemption. He has
decreed all things that come to pass for His own glory. He graciously involves Himself in the
affairs of humanity, hears and answers prayer, and saves from sin and death all who respond

to Him through Jesus Christ.

KEY VERSE:

Ephesians 1:3-6 (ESV)

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, * even as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love ®>He
predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, ®to the
praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved.

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

1 Chronicles 29:10-13 The Father is worthy of our worship.

Colossians 1:15-23 The Father rules over creation through His Son.
Matthew 6:9 The Father hears our prayers.

John 5:19-24 The Father sent the Son and has entrusted Him with judgment.

John 17 The Father is active within creation.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION:

» God chose to reveal Himself as a father pointing to Key Terms
the personal aspect of God. . Sovereign i Godis
» God being father reminds creation of His loving care supreme authority
and concern for all of humanity. . Providence 6 Godbs active

. God is omniscient, meaning that He knows all role in governing creation

things. . Redemption 8 Godés
« God is omnipotent, meaning that He is all powerful. rescue of lost humanity
. God is omnipresent, meaning that He is present at from the penalty of sin

all places at all times.




God The Son
ESSENTIALS:
The second person of the Trinity is both the eternal Son of God and virgin-born Son of man.
Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, surrendered none of His deity during His earthly life.
Having led a sinless life, He satisfied the Fatheris justice concerning sin by His substitutionary
death. We believe in His bodily resurrection, His physical ascension, and His visible return to

earth to establish His earthly kingdom.

KEY VERSE:

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (ESV)

3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures, * that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures...

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

John 1:1-18 Jesus existed before creation in fellowship with the Father and the Spirit
Matthew 16:13-20 Jesus is the true Son of God.

John 17:1-5 Jesus has authority over all people.

Colossians 1:15-23 Jesus is supreme over creation.

Hebrews 1:1-2 Jesus is the ultimate message of Godis love for humanity.

Hebrews 4:14-16 Jesus experienced every temptation yet remained sinless.
Philippians 2:5-11 Jesus is the ultimate example for the Christian.

Titus 2:11-14 Our final hope is in the return of Christ.

NON-ESSENTIALS:
» The specific purpose of the Virgin Birth
» The exact meaning of how the Cross reconciles God and humanity

» What happened to Christ between His death and resurrection

FALSE TEACHINGS TO REJECT:
» ArianismAbelief that Jesus was fully human but not fully divine
» AdoptismAbelief that Jesus was a good man who later became divine
» Docetismdbelief that Jesus was divine, and only appeared as a human.
» Nestoriansimdbelief the Jesus was two persons, one divine and one human, in one
body



God The Holy Spirit
ESSENTIALS:
The third person of the Trinity executes the will of God in the world of humanity. It is the Holy Spirit that
applies the salvation that Jesus Christ secured through His death on the cross. It is the Holy Spirit that
convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment. It is the Holy Spirit that empowers the church to
live a lifestyle pleasing to God, endowing each believer with special gifts that equip the church to

accomplish distinct ministries, planned beforehand by God the Father.

KEY VERSE:

John 14:26 (ESV)
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you.

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

John 16:5-15 The Spirit convicts the world of sin and guides believers in truth.
John 15:26-27 The Spirit does not draw attention to Himself but points to Christ.
Galatians 5:16-26 The fruit of the Spirit gives evidence of His presence in oneis life.
1 Corinthians 12 The gifts of the Spirit function together in building up the church.

Ephesians 1:13-14 The presence of the Spirit guarantees our ultimate salvation.

NON-ESSENTIALS:
» How a specific gift is expressed
«  Whether spiritual gifts change over time
« If the list of spiritual gifts is descriptive or prescriptive

» Possible cessation of some gifts after the Bible was complete

FALSE TEACHINGS TO REJECT:
« Elevation of the Spirit above the Father and the Son
« Judging the Spiritis presence in a life more by an outward expression than an inward devotion
» Pelagianism: the belief that we can come to God without the work of the Holy Spirit prompting

us to do so.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION:
« The Holy Spirit was never meant to divide believers; His intent is to unite believers.

» The expression of our spiritual gifts is to build up the body, and not to glorify ourselves.



Humankind
ESSENTIALS:
We believe that humankind was directly created in the image of God to enjoy His fellowship
and to fulfill Godis will on earth by knowing Him and seeking to bring glory to God. Through the
first humans, Adam and Eve, sin entered the world through a voluntary act of personal
disobedience to the will of God. As a result, all people are spiritually dead and subject to the
certainty of physical death and eternal separation from God. The fall of humanity was a non-
repeatable event, the effects of which are transmitted to all persons, each of whom is born with

a sinful nature, and sins habitually in thought, word, and deed.

KEY VERSE:

Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV)

! And you were dead in the trespasses and sins ?in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in
the sons of disobedience® °among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like
the rest of mankind.

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

Genesis 1:26-27 Men and women were created in the image of God.
Genesis 3:3-7 Humanity was separated from God by their disobedience.
Romans 5:12 The penalty of sin is death.

Romans 1:18-32 Sinners experience the wrath of God.

Romans 3:10-23 Humanity cannot reconcile themselves.

Ephesians 2:1-3, 11-12 Humanity is without hope apart from God.

NON-ESSENTIALS:
» The view of when sin enters a person whether at birth or at a later age of accountability
» The extent of humanityis free will

» The state of Godis image in humanity after the fall

FALSE TEACHING TO REJECT:

- Belief that humanity is not responsible for their sin



The Triune God
ESSENTIALS:
We believe there is but one living and true God who is infinite, eternal and unchangeable. We
further believe that God is one in essence while existing in three distinct persons: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Though each person of the Godhead possesses precisely the same nature
and attributes, each functions differently in respect to Godis purposes and dealings with

humanity.

KEY VERSE:

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (ESV)
“fiHear, O Israel: The LorD our God, the LORD is one. ° You shall love the LorD your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

Genesis 1:26 God refers to Himself in the first person plural.

Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19 The trinity is clearly present at the same event.

Matthew 28:19 There is a distinction between the three.

Romans 3:29-30 There is only one God.

James 2:19 Even the demons believe in only one God.

2 Corinthians 13:14 & Acts 10:38 There are different functions between the three.
Colossians 1:16-20 God is separate from creation.

Job 12:10 Creation is dependent on Him.

FALSE TEACHINGS TO REJECT:
» Modalismd&belief that God simply fiappearso in three forms
» Tritheismd®belief in three separate gods

» Subordinationd®belief that the Son and Spirit are less than the Father

PRACTICAL APPLICATION:
» There is nothing in creation which fully explains the nature of the Trinity (i.e. God is H,O
but can be water, ice, or vapor).
» The Trinity is never mentioned in the Bible, but is an attempt to define what the Bible
teaches.

» The Trinity must be accepted by faith.



Salvation
ESSENTIALS:
We believe that Jesus Christ died as the only sufficient, substitutionary sacrifice for our sins. All
who believe in Him are declared justified by the Father on the grounds of Jesusi death and
resurrection. All who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by grace through faith have been
regenerated by and indwelled by the Holy Spirit. They become, thereby, the children of God
forever and members of the one true church, the universal Body of Christ. Salvation results in
righteous living and good works as the believer submits his or her life to the control of the Holy

Spirit who directs the life of the believer in harmony with the will of God.

KEY VERSE:

Romans 3:21-24 (ESV)

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it® ?? the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 2*for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, ?*and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; 14:6 Jesus offers the gift of salvation to people.

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found only in Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:6-11 The love of God was demonstrated through the death of His son.

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 The gospel message is that Christ died, was buried, and rose again.
Galatians 3:26 By grace and through faith we become the sons and daughters of God.
Ephesians 2-8-10 Salvation is a gift from God, not a result of human action.

Titus 3:4-7 Godis salvation has transforming power from death to life.

1 John 5:11-13 We can be sure of our salvation.

NON-ESSENTIALS:
« The extent of divine election

» The moment of salvation vs. gradual belief

FALSE TEACHINGS TO REJECT:
» Loss of Salvation®salvation is a gift from God which is given and not taken back

» Multiple ways to Godd®Jesus is the only way to the Father.



The Church
ESSENTIALS:
We believe that all who have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit belong to the one true
universal church, and are directed by the Scriptures to associate themselves in local, visible
churches. The local church is the only scriptural representation of Christis invisible church and
its membership must consist of only regenerated believers. Life Community Church is self-
governed and recognizes its own members for biblical offices and leadership positions. Two
ordinances have been committed to the local churchd®baptism and the Lordis Supper. The
purpose of the church is to lead humanity to Christ, mature them in the faith, and equip them

for personal ministry.

KEY VERSE:

Ephesians 2:19-22 (ESV)

1950 then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, % built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, #*in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. ?? In Him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

OTHER VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:
Matthew 16:13-18 The church is built on the belief that Jesus is the Son of God.
Acts 2:41-47 The description of the early church shows a healthy body.

Ephesians 4:11-13 Every person has a role within a church.

Hebrews 10:23-25 We must meet together and spur one
Key Terms

another toward good deeds. _
- Regenerated d Godois gift
1 Peter 5:1-3 Leaders are called to be examples to those they of new life through the

serve. Spirit to a believer

« Autonomous 8 the state of

NON-ESSENTIALS: independency and self-

. . , overnment
» Polity®how a church governs itself (i.e. elder board vs. g
congregational vote) . Ordinances 8 Godis
» Structuredthe means by which a church chooses to command to the church to

accomplish its mission (i.e. Sunday School vs. Home carry out an activity

Groups)




The Future

ESSENTIALS:

We believe that God in His own time and in His own way, will bring an appropriate end to the
earth. This will include Jesus Christis bodily and visible return to earth, at which time all who
are believers in Christ will receive an eternal relationship in his presence, and the unrighteous

will be condemned to an eternity of judgment and separation from God.

KEY VERSE:

Revelation 22:12-13

fiBehold, | am coming soon! My reward is with me, and | will give to everyone according to
what He has done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End.o

VERSES FOR CONSIDERATION:

Matthew 24-25 Jesus teaches that when He will return is unknown and will be unexpected.
John 14:1-3 The eternal destiny of believers is in the presence of Christ.

Acts 1:9-11 An angel promises that Jesus will return to the earth.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:3 Jesus will return.

Revelation God is in complete control of the future giving hope to those that believe in Him.

NON-ESSENTIALS:
« The timing of the Rapture®before, during, or after the tribulation

« The literal or figurative interpretation of the millennial reign of Christ

FALSE TEACHINGS TO REJECT:
« Naming times and dates of the return of Christ
» Becoming rigid about your view of how the end will take place

» Faliling to balance end-time thought with the rest of Scripture

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS:

Our future is in Godis hands. This fact either creates comfort or fear depending on our faith in Him. For
those that have trusted in Christ, the end-time message is one of great hope, knowing that no matter
what we may face, in the end Christ wins. For those that stand outside of faith, the end-time message is
one of great concern. No matter what success or joy the unbeliever may experience on earth, their lack
of faith assures a destiny of doom. The teachings of the end-time were never meant to be a dividing
point between believers. Prophecy is rarely fulfilled in the way we expect it. Therefore, all Christians
should be slow in proclaiming details of the last days. The overall message is clear. How those events
will play out is left to speculation.

10



Baptism

By both example and command Jesus instituted the right of Baptism as a central
teaching of faith. While it is an action that is simple in process, it is packed with
symbolism and meaning. By Christis example, because of His teaching, and
confirmed by church history, we believe that baptism is a command for every person
who places their faith in Jesus Christ.

Baptism is an act of obedience. The mark of a true Christian is one who does the
will of God. One of the first acts of obedience that a new believer can make is to follow
the commands of Christ in baptism (Matthew 28:19). Baptism has no saving power.
Salvation is the free gift of God. Baptism is a sign of faith already present in the life of

a person.

Baptism is a public profession of faith. It symbolizes the death, burial, and
resurrection that Christ did on our behalf in order that we may have new life (Romans
6:4). It often is the first opportunity that a person has to publicly proclaim what God
has done for them. While faith is personal, it is also public. Just as a marriage is
between two individuals, yet contains outward expression through the wearing of rings,
so to faith is between an individual and God, yet has an outward expression through
baptism.

Baptism is a prerequisite for membership. In no way does baptism or membership
grant one salvation, but membership at Life Community must be built upon onefs

statement of faith and obedience in baptism.

Many parents struggle as to an appropriate age at which to allow their children to be
baptized. Since our focus is more on a lifelong spirituality and not on an immediate
response, we believe that parents should encourage their children to wait to be
baptized at an older age. While every child is different, baptism can be more
meaningful if it happens at a later age of eleven or twelve. However, this decision is
up to the parent and is not mandated by the church. We will baptize any minor who

with the consent of their parent is willing to publicly confess salvation in Christ.
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Some people come from a tradition in which a child is baptized as an infant with the
hopes that the child will one day profess Christ. Some believe that from the Old
Testament custom of circumcision it can be deduced that infant baptism is biblical and
appropriate. However, this link is never specifically mentioned in the New Testament.
We believe that baptism is specifically saved for a person after he or she has
committed his or her life to Christ and is not a measure taken in hopes that a
person will make a commitment. For this reason, baptism is saved for the person,

who on his or her own accord, makes a commitment to Christ.

As an alternative to infant baptism we offer a baby dedication. This dedication is
intended to set a child apart, for the parents to commit to raising the child in a godly
way, and for the church to commit to engaging in that childis life in a way that promotes
faith. This dedication in no way guarantees the salvation of the child but begins the
process through which, hopefully, the child will come to faith.

Two theories exist regarding the form of baptism. Some believe it is symbolically
important in function while others believe the form also is important. For those who
believe function only, two forms are available®immersion or sprinkling. For those who
believe that form is also important, immersion is the chosen means for baptism. Since
immersion is the only example of baptism in the New Testament and because it
symbolically illustrates the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ we choose to
baptize by immersion. However, if a person was baptized by sprinkling as a believer,
we do not require them to be re-baptized.
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Expectations of Membership:

A Commitment to Unity

As a member of Life Community you will be expected to bring an attitude of humility
and desire for God to receive glory before anything else. In doing so, as issues arise
that require much prayer and discussion, feel free to express your concerns, opinions,
and any thoughts that might change the course of discussion. But as a church, when
we move forward with a direction, we must do so in unity, meaning that while at times

we may differ in opinion, we will be unified in direction once a decision is made.

Ephesians 4:1-3 (ESV)

11 therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling
to which you have been called, ?with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, ® eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.

A Commitment to Service

Life Community has an attitude that every member is a minister. We are all called as
believers to love God with all that we are and to love our neighbor (Matt. 22:37-40). In
the context of membership, members are called to the standard of service; meaning in
some capacity, whether in teaching, caring for children, or simply setting up and
tearing down for worship, you are committed to works of the community. We
understand that everyone is gifted in various ways, but we are all one in purpose to

serve God for His glory and to advance His Kingdom.

1 Corinthians 12:14-18 (ESV)

4 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. *° If the foot should say,
fiBecause | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,0 that would not make it any less
a part of the body. *® And if the ear should say, iBecause | am not an eye, | do not
belong to the body,0 that would not make it any less a part of the body. *’ If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an
ear, where would be the sense of smell? *® But as it is, God arranged the members in
the body, each one of them, as He chose.
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